Energy Policy

The Issue

Businesses in the Minneapolis region and across the state are concerned about costs and reliability of
energy sources. Recent production and demand cycles of natural gas and petroleum have caused energy
prices to increase and fluctuate widely. Many businesses, especially small businesses, face difficulty
meeting the increasing costs of energy. Businesses are concerned about energy shortages witnessed in
other states. They have seen brownouts and blackouts; questions exist about an aging generation and
transmission infrastructure that experts predict may reach capacity within the next five years. New power
plants may be needed to generate additional electricity. However, due to regulations and permits, the
process for sitting a power plant and routing transmission lines can take years and be cost prohibitive.

MRCC Positions

MRCC members believe that a comprehensive approach to energy policy will best improve the region
and state’s ability to move toward greater price stability, reliability and efficiency. The MRCC realizes
there are numerous national and international factors that impact energy costs and reliability. We are
committed to working with local and state policy makers and partners in the business community to
ensure our region and state pursue policies that will increase energy availability, affordability and
reliability for commercial and personal consumers. This comprehensive approach encompasses examining
cost-effective methods of encouraging alternative energy development and use. The MRCC partners with

the Minnesota Chamber on its efforts to advocate for sound energy policy and we support their positions.
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